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Abstract 
After more than three decades of preoccupation with wars and internal 
political conflicts, the humanitarian community has the opportunity to 
re‐evaluate what humanitarian crises will dominate both policy and 
practice in the future. These crises share the common thread of being 
major public health emergencies which requires new approaches, 
including unprecedented improvements and alterations in education, 
training, research, strategic planning, and policy and treaty agendas. All 
these issues place increasing burden on disaster medicine as a 
multidisciplinary discipline. Challenges to disaster medicine will be 
discussed in detail along with recommendations for the future 
 

 
 


